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A BILL FOR 
An Act to amend section three hundred ninety-one point forty-

two (391.42), Code 1946, relating to the cost of sewers and 
relating to the limitation on the cost thereof assessable to 
abutting property, and to adjacent property. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. That section three hundred ninety-one point forty-

2 two (391.42), Code 1946, be amended by striking out the words 

3 "and not in excess of three dollars per linear foot of sewer,", 

4 as said words appear in lines nine (9) and ten (10) of said 

5 section. 

1 Sec. 2. All laws or parts of laws in conflict herewith are 

2 hereby repealed to the extent of any such conflict. 

1 Sec. 3. This Act shall apply to special charter cities. 

EXPLANATION OF H. F. 331 

In addition to the new special assessment bill, the League of Iowa Municipalities is 
sponsoring a bill that will amend Section 391.42 of the Code of 1946. This section pro
vides that in levying' a special assessment for sewer improvement a levy shall not be 
made "in excess of $3.00 per linear foot of sewer." With the prevailing prices for labor 
and material, it is impossible to lay sewer pipes at a cost not to exceed $3.00 per linear 
foot. As a consequence of this limitation on cost as prescribed in Section 391.42 of the 
Code of 1946, all municipalities have been greatly handicapped in sewer construction 
work, and a great many of them, lacking the funds to make up the deficit cost of sewer 
construction, have been unable to undertake any sewer construction program whatever. 
The bill as proposed by the League would eliminate the $3.00 per linear foot restriction 
in assessing the costs for sewer construction against abutting property. 


